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EECRETY
6 September 1967

STAFF NIE ‘
SUBJECT: Scme Thoughts on White Mercesaries in Africs

their tettles with Congolase military forces over the pest

twe months 1s wndemmining the suthority of the Mobutu regime

aad conld preelpitate the dissolution of Congo-Kinshasa as a
gtate. Recently, the fedaral govermmsnt of Higeria has started
to recruit morcenaries to help in its indecisive struggle
against the Biafren secessionists, snd the military regime In
mmw@:m%rzuzémmwma
a mercenary fores with which to dhoot his way back to power.
Weald the vhite soldier of fortune prove as potent a foree on
the course of evente in the latter two countries as in the Congo?

LR K XK R B 2

1. ‘There seams to be no shortege of potential recruite
for mercenary duty in Africa. For wages of #500 to 33,300 per
month plue looting snd other "perys,” pilots, sowy officers,
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m'swmm,mﬁam medfler, and
London's Oeorgs Tavridakis, purveyor of second-hand armeuemte.
They are recruited through contacts in & halfedowen Baropean
countries, in South Africs and Fhodesis, and,to a lasier oxtent,
in the UB. Though some are young men sesking to find glory for
in the only gmme they know. MNony have sa inestinctive hogtility
toward comminism, but they are sssentielly spolitical and willing
to serve sy paymastar. Some such ms Colonsl Jean Schrmme
are reputed to have a patemalistic concem for the worldly
wellbeing of Africans. Most, however, would just as soon "send
a Eaffir a day to heaven.”

2. In the Congo, this has proved remarkedly simple to do.
Bver aince the mercensries first dDecsae sctive thers in 1960.61,
they have enjeyed cutstanding advantagee, both techn
paychalogical, in their battles sgeinst the blacks. The fechno-
logical ~- supsrior akill in plessning and executing battles and
in utilizing eophisticated weapons -~ ie partly the explanation
of the pgycholagical. Thus, the tlack scldier has good resson
to fenr the vhiite morvenaly us a supericr fighter. BEut there is
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more to the story. Congolese army umits halding clear ade
vanteges in mwber, fire power, snd bettle ponition have re-
peatedly shed thelr umiforms and made for the bLush at the first
report that a mercensry force was on the wey. At times, Congo-
less soldfers have sought to save thedr skins by deserting in
droves to the side of the merceomries.”

3. Soch warillingness to face the White mas in battle
1llustrates the contimied strong hold on the Congolese meutality
of convictions of the black man's inngSe infericeity snd the
vhite man's invincfbility. This inferiarity complex is mirturss
in childhood with folk tales of the herolc explolts and powerful
magic of vaite men. The conduct of the lelylens as coloalsts
reinforced the blsck's four of the armod ¥hite man. The large
expanse of the Ctngo end the small size of Belgisn garrisons

* Schrsee now has seversl thousend Conpolese soldiers with
his forces in Dukewi. ‘Thass are asinly Estadgsn gsndaues
vho joined his reballion at the start, but incdlude emmy
dessrtern from subseguent tattles snd nssr-battlea.
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dtctated s mcurity policy of striking gaickly and brutally at
actusl and potential dissident villages. The nousprofession

fmm of the Congo's officer corps, the poor training and dlscipline
of the troops, sl the lack of any sense of layelty to the arwed
forces or to the Coags as & nation alao underliie the cowpardly
bebavior in battle.”

b, Higeris, both sildes already use a small mamber of
vhits marcomaries for spaciglized tusks; o.8., the fodersl navy
depands oo p muiber of white technicisns snd Rlafra‘s two B.26
baefbers are fiom by Bovpesns. e have relisble reports that
the federn) forves have recently hirved Eiropesns, Americans,
and Bthioplane to serve as pllots and groumd crews for the dosen
Jet aireraft recently puchased from the USSR and Oxechostovexis,™

* These mtse Slssdventoges contriduted to a poor showing by
Congo anyy forces during battles with: the Simba rebels
Tut wvere also bellevod by aray troops L0 possoss megic powers
that made then iovdinareble to bullets.

*# Ve now heor that Soviet technicians in Higeria have refused
to train Ruovpesns sd Asoricans fox these positions, and
MWW : sre agidng Algeris to supply scome “mer.
. T
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S If pereenariss vere to beocme active in lsrpe mumbers
in the Nigarisn civil wvar, we Dellave that thelr atvantege over
the blacks, by snd large, wuld bo oxly technological. Sorties
flowm by mercansry pilots and mapsuvers plemnsd and emecuted by
mercenary grownd foross could turn the cutcome of key battles
to the favor of federal foreces and, in tlme, srede the willingness
of the Elafrans to comtirme the strugsle. But the Thos are a
relatively vell-educsted sad wbane peonle. Thelr officers sre
prafesgionsis, sany Sandhurst treined. Their soldters bave deon
blooded by the bettles of the past two months and, though rage
teg by most stendarde, are congidersbly nore competent and self-
confident then their Oongolese counterpats, Perbaps sost im-
portsnt, Tho nationgdiss is fetrly highly developed, both as
loyelty to fellow tribespen and ss hatred of the comnwen stemy.
At least at first, Jbo forces are mnot Likely to panic jJust because
saveral score vhite mmu are spproaching. There 1s some chanco,
in fact, that the introduction of white mercanaries would oguso
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6. In Chenm, the Jittery militery sowermment has expressed
Tearn that Mruneh is plaming fo use Comamiet mapplied jet sir-
from his exile base in Ouinea. Ghwe Mo native pllots qualifisd
to iy its Italima-bullt jets. What it now wants is some sophisti-
ceted radar equipment to give thes the miventage of early warming
sgainet any sirborne interlopers. ¥%e believe that Gheneian fears
of Herungh's plottiog are grestly exsggprated. Moreover, even if
Bcrumeh were to organize and land s mervewary force, we think its
mofmmm&bam« The Ghaneian populstion, esveci.
slly the =flitary, would not weleosme the return of the “Redeemar”
soldiers aro relstively sophisticated, well-trained, sod respmaive
t0 a professionsl officer coupe. Thus, in Ghens, as in Migeria,
shite mercengries would probably not enjoy the tresendous payoho-
logicel sdvanteges that nake them invineidle in the Comgo.
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